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Radio Remarks on Read Across
America Day

March 1, 2000

On March 2, volunteers across the country
will celebrate Dr. Seuss” birthday by reading
to more than 20 million youngsters in the
third annual Read Across America Day. The
event brings together athletes, entertainers,
and business leaders and others to help
spread the joy of reading to our Nation’s
youth and to ensure that all children develop
the reading skills they need to succeed in
school and in life. I urge all Americans to
participate.

NOTE: The President’s remarks were recorded at
3:45 p.m. on February 25 in the Oval Office at
the White House for later broadcast. This tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on March 1. These remarks were
also made available on the White House Press
Office Actuality Line.

Statement on Assistance
to Mozambique

March 1, 2000

This evening I am announcing my inten-
tion to augment substantially U.S. assistance
to flood-ravaged Mozambique, and to ongo-
ing regional efforts to address the emergency
caused by flooding in southern Africa.

The United States has already committed
$12.8 million from the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development and the Department
of Defense in support of relief activities. This
includes over $4 million for search and res-
cue air operations and the deployment of a
water rescue team and boats from Metro
Dade, Florida. Already, one U.S. military air-
craft delivered relief supplies to Mozam-
bique today, and a second will shortly arrive
in South Africa. Our assistance also includes
food and funds to support efforts to control
the spread of disease. Other countries are
contributing generously as well. But we can
do more to address the needs of the nearly
one million people who have been displaced
in the region and who face more flooding
in the days to come.

I have approved the deployment of a Joint
Task Force to the region to assist in the relief
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effort. The deployment will include six C—
130 support aircraft to deliver relief supplies,
six heavy-lift helicopters to assist in search
and rescue, and small boat search and rescue
capability. The deployments will help sup-
port the relief effort in Mozambique and
elsewhere in the region.

All Americans have been deeply moved by
the tragic events in southern Africa. At the
same time, we have admired the determina-
tion of the governments and people of the
region to meet this challenge. We have also
been gratified by the generous response of
the American people and others in the inter-
national community.

I offer the strong support of the Govern-
ment and the people of the United States
to the people of Mozambique, and all of
southern Africa, and pledge that we will work
with you to address this crisis.

Proclamation 7279—Irish-American
Heritage Month, 2000
March 1, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

More than two centuries ago, our founders
envisioned a new Nation, a land free from
tyranny and filled with opportunity, pros-
perity, and liberty for all. Many Irish people,
faced with severe hardship in their home-
land, embraced the dream of a more prom-
ising future and left behind Ireland’s shores,
their families, and their friends for a new be-
ginning in America. Each year during the
month of March, we celebrate these coura-
geous men and women of Ireland and re-
member with pride their many contributions
to our Nation.

With strength, courage, wit, and creativity,
Irish Americans have flourished in our di-
verse Nation of immigrants. Writers such as
Flannery O’Connor and Eugene O’Neill
have transformed our literature; entre-
preneurs like Henry Ford helped revolu-
tionize American industry; performers such
as Gregory Peck and Helen Hayes have en-
riched the arts; patriots such as Audie
Murphy, our most decorated soldier of
World War II, redefined the meaning of



